
                                                CITY OF OXFORD NEWS RELEASE 

 

City of Oxford Executive Office 

300 Williamsboro St.  

Oxford, NC 27565 

P: 919-603-1100 

E: socialmedia@oxfordnc.org 

 

City of Oxford’s Chief Coley Retirement from Oxford Police Department 

 

June 15, 2021 

 

After a distinguished career in the military and law enforcement, spanning over 30 years, Oxford 

Police Chief Alvin Coley will be retiring from the City of Oxford Police Department on August 1st.  

Chief Coley began his law enforcement career with the NC Highway Patrol, retiring after 26 years as 

Major Director of Troop Operations West. After retirement from the Highway Patrol he was hired as 

Police Chief for the City of Oxford in September of 2013.   

With three decades of law enforcement experience under his belt, Chief Coley has a distinguished 

list of accomplishments and accolades. Among those achievements, he has been awarded the Order 

of the Long Leaf Pine, which is the highest award that can be obtained by any civilian in North 

Carolina.  He has also served on several boards, including the Boys & Girls Club, Quality Planning 

Board with the Masonic Home for Children, CO chair to the JCPC board as well as the Citizens in 

Action Committee.  Some of his accomplishments during his tenure as Oxford Chief of Police include 

the continuing downward trend of crime in the City of Oxford, Coffee with a Cop program, as well as 

strengthening community and police relationships.   

Chief Coley will be missed by the City of Oxford.  City Manager M. Alan Thornton coveys that “Chief 

Coley’s retirement is bittersweet for the City of Oxford.  While we congratulate him on his 

retirement and wish him well during the next phase of his life, his departure creates a significant 

void here at the City of Oxford that will be a challenge fill.”  

The City of Oxford is currently in the process of evaluating and determining the most appropriate 

and effective course to take on the installment of a potential Interim Chief of Police while an 

extensive search is conducted to select the next Chief of Police for the City of Oxford. 

 


